
 
 

Free Press 101: EY – What do “on the record” and “off the record” actually mean? 
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SAMPLE QUOTES 
 
 

“You can say I said this: the pizza at lunch today was 

the best we’ve ever had!” 
“Don’t tell anyone I said this, but I think someone is 

sneaking treats to the classroom pet.” 

“A teacher told me the school might get a new 

playground soon, but I’m not supposed to say who.” 
“I’m super excited about the class trip! You 
can use my name! I don’t mind!” 

“This is just between us, okay? I saw someone 

sneaking extra crayons from the supply shelf.” 
“You can say a student in grade 3 started a comic 

book club, just don’t say who told you.” 

“I’m, Alex Snow I’m the volleyball team setter and I 
believe our school’s sports teams deserve more 
funding.” 

“I think the student newspaper is doing a great job 
covering real issues but there is more to that story.” 

“Yes, I was the one who started the book swap table in 

the hallway. I hope more people join!” 
 

“Don’t write this down, but I heard the principal might 

cancel field day if it rains.” 

“You can quote me! I think it’s great we’re learning 

about butterflies in science class.” 
“This is off the record, but I think someone forgot to 

lock the art room after school.” 
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SAMPLE QUOTES 
 
 

“Feel free to say that a few students from 
our class helped clean up the playground.” 

 

“I don’t want my name used, but I can tell you some 

kids were trading snacks under the table.” 

“Put my name in the paper! I won the spelling bee and 

I’m really proud!” 
“You didn’t hear this from me, but someone stuck 
googly eyes on all the classroom posters.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“You can say a teacher is starting a new lunch club, 

but she asked not to be named yet.” 
“Sure, I said the music concert was awesome! You can 

write that.” 

“It’s okay to say a student brought cookies for 

everyone, just don’t say who.” 
“Yes, you can say I painted the mural in the hallway 

with Ms. Lee.” 

“You can report that a group of kids are practicing a 

dance for the talent show.” 
“Don’t include this in your story, but I think someone 

left their lunch in their backpack all week. There's a 

bad smell in my classroom.” 

“Go ahead and write that I helped set up the library 

display. It was fun!” 
“Just between us, I heard someone accidentally set 

off the fire alarm while trying to hang a poster.” 

 
 


